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I venture shortly to explain the position that unfortunately
faces the community represented by my Association.
Ever since the British occupation, the position of the Indians
residing in this Province has admittedly grown worse than it was
during the Republican regime. In 1906 it culminated in the Bill
of that year, which not only summed up the black past but fore-
shadowed a blacker future, and which, though then vetoed, was
repassed almost as the first Act of the Responsible Government,
and became known as Act 2 of 19071. As the measure was consider-
ed by the community to be humiliating, and as the circumstances
surrounding it showed a policy deliberately hostile to an honour-
able existence of the community in the Transvaal, my country-
men solemnly decided in the month of September, 1906 to adopt
passive resistance.2 As is well known, over 3,500 imprisonments
were suffered by my countrymen during the struggle, over 100
deportations to India took place, and even two deaths occurred,
owing to the suffering gone through during the crisis. Several fami-
lies were rendered homeless, and they had to be supported from
public funds. Then came the provisional settlement of 1911,
which the Indians thought not only promised them what they had
been suffering for but also meant an attitude of friendliness towards
them such that, almost complete prohibition of Indian immigra-
tion being obtained, the resident Indian population would be free
from the state of uncertainty it had lived in and might look for-
ward to a steady improvement in its status, as a permanent ele-
ment of the new nation that was forming in South Africa. More-
over, the inauguration of the Union gave it some hope, though it
filled it equally with misgivings and threw on the passive resisters
a responsibility for the whole of the Union instead of for the
Transvaal only.
But the community was soon disillusioned. The administra-
tion of existing laws specially affecting it grew steadily harsher.
The Gape Licensing Act, the Natal Licensing Act, the Gold and
the Township Laws of the Transvaal and the existing Immigra-
tion Laws of the Provinces began to be administered as they never
had been before. What has been termed the "northern" spirit be-
gan to pervade the administration in Natal and the Cape, Thus
the spirit of the settlement certainly began to be broken as soon
as it was effected,
 1	The Transvaal Asiatic Law Amendment Act, also known as the Transvaal
Aiiatk Registration Act; mdt VoL VII, pp. 2Q-§. 75-9, 402-8 & 480-9.
 2	W* Volt V, p. 4?3,

